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The conservation of the historic environment is achieved through 
legislation, policy and practical guidance on good practice, 
including:

• International provisions, such as Charters and Conventions
• National legislation, including that for: 

• Ancient Monuments 
• Archaeological Areas 
• Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas)
• Building Control 
• Protection of Wrecks, Battlefields, Parks and Gardens
• Balancing clauses in other legislation

• National guidance, including that in Memorandum and National 
Planning Policy

• Technical advice and information available from a variety of 
sources, at national, local and European level



Pyramid of Cestius, Rome was restored in 1663 following 
an edict published by Alexander VII Chigi in July 1659

http://streetviewtourism.com/street-views/pyramid-cestius-rome-italy-100/



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Pantheon-panini.jpg

The European “Grand Tour” custom 
flourished from about 1660 until the 
advent of large-scale rail transit in the 
1840’s. The elite ‘tourist’ would 
become familiar with antiquities and 
how they were being treated.

Pantheon restored from 1662-67

Grand Tour Route taken by a William 
Thomas Beckford (1760 –1844) in 1782 to 
indulge his interest in art, architecture, 
and writing.





In the work of Eugène Viollet-le-Duc (1814-79) "restoration" frequently 
combined historical fact with creative modification.  In his Dictionary of 
French Architecture from 11th to 16th Century (1854–1868) he observed “To 
restore an edifice is not to maintain it, repair or rebuild it, but to re-establish it 
in a complete state that may never have existed at a particular moment”. 
Carcassonne was ’restored’ in 1853.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Carcassonne-vignes.jpg



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tewkesbury_Abbey_2011.jpg   Photo: W. Lloyd MacKenzie

William Morris (1834 – 96) founded SPAB 
in 1877 as a protest against a scheme for 
restoring and reviving Tewkesbury Abbey.

[Initiating the ‘Anti-scape’ movement]



The Ancient Monuments Protection Act 1882 was introduced by 
Sir John Lubbock, 1st Baronet, on recognising the need for a 
governmental administration on the protection of ancient 
monuments. The gradual change towards a state-based 
responsible authority manifested itself with the appointment of 
General Pitt-Rivers as the first Inspector of Ancient Monuments 
in 1893.

http://heritageaction.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/pentre-ifan.jpg

On June 20th 1884 the Neolithic burial chamber at Pentre Ifan, 
Pembrokeshire, became Wales’s first scheduled ancient monument.



A R Powys CBE FSA ARIBA was
Secretary of SPAB from 1911- 1936
and he attended the 1931 Athens 
Conference 

His Repair of Ancient Buildings was 
first Published in 1929; being 
reprinted in 1981 and 1995



The First International Congress of Architects and 
Technicians of Historic Monuments, which took place in 
1931, was the first major initiative to stimulate 
international debate on conservation issues; resulting in 
the Athens Charter.

The Athens Charter Resolutions 
were re-examined during the 
Second International Congress,
which only took place in May 
1964, where it approved the 
Venice Charter 



UNESCO Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural 
and Natural Heritage was held in Paris on 16 November 1972. It 
resulted in  38 Articles under the headings of:
• Definitions of the cultural and the natural heritage

• National protection and international protection of the cultural and 
natural heritage

• Intergovernmental Committee for the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage 

• Fund for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage

• Conditions and arrangements for international assistance

• Educational programmes

• Reports

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13055&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html



European Charter of the Architectural Heritage was adopted by the Council of Europe in 
October 1975 indicating that:

1. The European architectural heritage consists not only of our most important monuments: 
it also includes the groups of lesser buildings in our old towns and characteristic villages in 
their natural or manmade settings.

2. The past as embodied in the architectural heritage provides the sort of environment 
indispensable to a balanced and complete life.

3. The architectural heritage is a capital of irreplaceable spiritual, cultural, social and 
economic value

4. The structure of historic centres and sites is conducive to a harmonious social balance.

5. The architectural heritage has an important part to play in education.

6. This heritage is in danger.

7. Integrated conservation averts these dangers.

8. Integrated conservation depends on legal, administrative, financial and technical support.

9. Integrated conservation cannot succeed without the cooperation of all.

10. The European architectural heritage is the common property of our continent



Member States of the Council of Europe: Convention for the Protection of the 
Architectural Heritage of Europe: Granada – 3 October 1985 has 27 Articles 
under the headings of:

• Definitions of the architectural heritage

• Identification of properties to be protected

• Statutory protection procedures

• Ancillary measures

• Sanctions

• Conservation policies

• Participation and associations

• Information and training

• European co-ordination of conservation policies

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/html/121.htm



Member States of the Council of Europe: Convention for the Protection of the 
Archaeological Heritage of Europe: Valetta - 16 January 1992 has 18 Articles under 
the headings of:

• Definitions of the archaeological heritage

• Identification of the heritage and measures for protection

• Integrated conservation of the archaeological heritage

• Financing of archaeological research and conservation

• Collection and dissemination of scientific information

• Promotion of public awareness

• Prevention of the illicit circulation of elements of the archaeological heritage

• Mutual technical and scientific assistance

• Control of the application of the Convention

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/html/143.htm





In 1994 the Nara Document on 
Authenticity was conceived in the 
spirit of the 1964 Charter of Venice; 
builds on it and extends it in 
response to the expanding scope of 
cultural heritage concerns and 
interests in the contemporary world
https://www.icomos.org/charters/nara-e.pdf

Todai Ji Temple Nara

https://www.icomos.org/charters/nara-e.pdf




http://lecce-workshop.unile.it/Downloads/The%20Charter%20of%20Krakow%202000.pdf

http://lecce-workshop.unile.it/Downloads/The%20Charter%20of%20Krakow%202000.pdf


Krakow Charter 2000 Annex defined and used following terminological concepts: 

Heritage is that complex of man's works in which a community recognises its particular and specific 
values and with which it identifies. Identification and specification of heritage is therefore a process 
related to the choice of values. 

A monument is an entity identified as of worth and forming a support to memory. In it, memory 
recognises aspects that are pertinent to human deeds and thoughts, associated with the historic time 
line. This may still be within our reach, even though not yet interpreted. 

Authenticity means the sum of substantial, historically ascertained characteristics: from the original up 
to the current state, as an outcome of the various transformations that have occurred over time. 

Identity is understood as the common reference of both present values generated in the sphere of a 
community and past values identified in its authenticity. 

Conservation is the complex of attitudes of a community that contributes to making the heritage and 
its monuments endure. Conservation is achieved with reference to the significance of the entity, with 
its associated values. 

Restoration is an operation directed on a heritage property, aiming at the conservation of its 
authenticity and its appropriation by the community. 

The restoration project, resulting from the choice of conservation policies, is the process through 
which conservation of the built heritage and landscape is carried out. 





The Preamble to the 2013 Burra Charter indicates 
that its intentions are to provide ‘guidance for 
the conservation and management of places of 
cultural significance (cultural heritage places), 
and is based on the knowledge and experience of 
Australia ICOMOS members. Conservation is an 
integral part of the management of places of 
cultural significance and is an ongoing 
responsibility’.

https://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Burra-
Charter-2013-Adopted-31.10.2013.pdf 

1992 Burra Charter Flow Chart 2013 Burra Charter Flow Chart

https://australia.icomos.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Burra-Charter-2013-Adopted-31.10.2013.pdf


In a revision and update of the 1998 
edition of BS7913, the 2013 version 
still notes, importantly, that:

The conservation of historic buildings 
requires judgement based on an 
understanding of principles informed 
by experience and knowledge to be 
exercised when decisions are made. 
British Standards that are applicable 
to newer buildings might be 
inappropriate.

Whilst practical conservation methods, standards and principles have continued to evolve 
and develop over the years, an underlying fundamental requirement remains in that 
carrying out effective work on the built heritage calls for a balanced approach of having the 
right knowledge, relevant skills and appropriate materials in equal measure. Placing any one 
of these three elements out of sync will result in degrees of compromise being reached in 
decision-making and the creation of potentially negative long-lasting physical imprints on 
the integrity of what is being cared for.





List Updated to August 2015

See also: Jokilehto J. 2007. International charters on urban 
conservation: some thoughts on the principles expressed in 
current international doctrine. 
http://www.ceci-br.org/novo/revista/docs2008/CT-2008-
119.pdf

In pursuing the need to appreciate ‘Guideline (h)
Know, understand and apply UNESCO conventions 
and recommendations, and ICOMOS and other 
recognised Charters, regulations and guidelines’, 
amongst other sources, accessing the numerous 
URL links to Cultural Heritage Policy Documents on 
the Getty Conservation Institute website can be 
informative.  See: 
https://www.getty.edu/conservation/publications_
resources/research_resources/charters.html

In addition a number of Guideline-specific URL 
links are offered on the COTAC Global website 
under the Menu tab ‘Digital Bibliography’ at ‘h. 
Applying UNESCO and ICOMOS charters’. See: 
http://www.cotac.global/digital_bib/

The ICOMOS website also lists key Charters 
Adopted by the General Assembly of ICOMOS. See: 
https://www.icomos.org/en/resources/charters-
and-texts

http://www.ceci-br.org/novo/revista/docs2008/CT-2008-119.pdf
https://www.getty.edu/conservation/publications_resources/research_resources/charters.html
http://www.cotac.global/digital_bib/
https://www.icomos.org/en/resources/charters-and-texts
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