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Survey and archival information sourcing for 
Buildings and Sites can  include:
• Maps: Modern and Historical
• Gazetteers
• Inventories
• Photographs: Modern and Historical
• Etchings and Paintings
• Engravings and Drawings
• Literature Reviews
• Guide Books
• Technical Handbooks + Journals
• Building Accounts
• Title Deeds
• Sale Particulars
• Trade Directories + Catalogues
• Building Control Plans
• Google Earth and Streetview
• Etc. etc.

See: 
https://www.algao.org.
uk/sites/default/files/do
cuments/ALGAO_Scotla
nd_Buildings_Guidance
_2013.pdf © East Lothian Council Archaeological Services November 2013 

https://www.algao.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/ALGAO_Scotland_Buildings_Guidance_2013.pdf




The Great Fire of Edinburgh was one of the most destructive in the history of the city. It started on Monday, 15 November 1824, and lasted 
five days, destroying 400 homes. The findings of a subsequent inquiry prompted the passing of a new regulation clarifying the role of the 
newly formed Fire Brigade (only 2 months before the fire) where the City Fire master (or, in his absence, his Deputy) was to be given 
complete command of all firefighting operations; a ruling subsequently adopted throughout Britain's fire services. After the damaged area 
had been cleared it allowed the building by 1829 of the Scottish Law Courts in Parliament Square, the layout of which is recorded on the 
OS detailed Town Plan of 1852.

















During the early 1760’s, work began to build a 
bridge to connect the Old Town with land to the 
north. Whilst being constructed, in 1766 a design 
competition was announced for a ‘New Town’ in 
that area. James Craig won the competition and 
his revised plan was adopted in July 1767.

Reproduced with the permission 
of the National Library of Scotland
https://maps.nls.uk/index.html

https://maps.nls.uk/index.html


The John Ainslie 
map contrasts the 
tight medieval city 
plan with the New 
Town design as it 
had been partially 
built from the east 
end by 1780 



Period engravings can offer an insight to works that were occurring at the time, whilst Kirkwood’s 1819 
Plan and [Street] Elevations of the New Town of Edinburgh shows how the townscape was developing. See 
https://maps.nls.uk/view/74400075 Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland

Progress building the ‘Earthen Mound’  recorded in 1814

https://maps.nls.uk/view/74400075


A greater time-span of historic 2D information and developments is accessible through a comparison of variously dated, 
but similarly scaled, Ordnance Survey Maps from the 1850’s, and other map category editions, many of which are 
accessible on-line. See  https://maps.nls.uk Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland

Edinburghshire OS 
6-inch First edition 
Sheet 2 1853

https://maps.nls.uk/


In addition to comparing various same-scale map editions, reference to vertical aerial photography can add an additional 
perspective to the surveyed information. Much of the country was photographed by the RAF in the aftermath of WW2.



With the availability of Google Earth much addition recent information is freely available to download from the internet, 
making direct visual comparisons with early imagery is suited to understanding larger areas of interest, especially where 
previously recorded imagery is also available in the related timeline bar.



A chronological list of local and more distant operational quarry sources supplying building 
quality sandstone for the construction of the city of Edinburgh, with key related events. 
Many locations around the country now have similar information compiled and published.



With care being exercised in their 
interpretation, the dated Google Street View 
images, recorded from the public highway, can 
offer a preliminary indication of architectural 
style, details and the range of constructional 
materials used, including  floor-scape. An added 
benefit of being able to change the vantage 
point can overcome some visual discrepancies.

© Google Earth
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